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24th February 2020 

Pupils Returning to School from March 8th 
 
Dear parent or carer, 
  
I do hope that you have managed, under the circumstances, to have a restful and enjoyable half term 
break. 
 
You will, no doubt, have seen the Prime Minister’s address to the nation, outlining the ‘roadmap’ to 
moving the country out of national lockdown. We were particularly heartened to hear that schools would 
be reopening from Monday 8th March; we are so looking forward to welcoming our students back into 
our schools once more. You can see the latest guidance from the Department of Education by clicking 
here  
 
I wanted to write to you to set out our initial plans for reintroducing our students into schools. The DfE 
has stated that school attendance will be mandatory for all students from Monday 8th March and that 
schools will have discretion on how to phase the return of students over that week to allow them to be 
tested on return. We will continue to take a measured approach to ensure that all members of our school 
community are kept safe.  
 
After an initial programme of three tests in school, students will be provided with two rapid tests to use 
each week at home. You will need to provide consent for your child to be tested in school and you can do 
this by completing the quick online form, which can from the link below. If you are not able to complete 
the online form, please request a paper copy from reception.  
 
Click here for testing consent form 
 
You will need to complete this form for each child (if you have more than one child at the school, you will 
need to fill in one for each sibling). We will need to plan very carefully for this testing, so this form needs 
to be completed by the deadline of Monday 2nd March, no later than 3pm.  
 
Clinically vulnerable staff and students  
 
The latest guidance is that Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) staff and students should be supported to 
work remotely and should not attend school at present. We have previously contacted parents/carers of 
any CEV students and discussed their needs. Please contact us directly if you have concerns and you have 
not already spoken to a member of staff.  
 
Face coverings  
 
On their return, students will be expected to wear face coverings when moving around the site and in 
corridors as they had been before the lockdown. In addition, the DfE have stated that face coverings 
should be worn in classrooms. This will not apply in situations where wearing a face covering would 
impact on the ability to take part in exercise, for example in PE lessons. This means that students will 
continue to wear a clean, washable face covering on their return to school.  
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=4dh8d5jQJ0Gd5XhA80Q_CVsYFUb4wlpClzX9SObbeQZURDNPNEhQMkYzQUVONFdWS1RONkNZNFJYTi4u


 
 

Uniform and appropriate clothing on cold days  
 
To reflect the updated guidance, teachers will continue to ensure that their classrooms have good airflow 
and ventilation to reduce the risk of transmission. On cold days, students should be reminded to wear 
suitable layers of clothing (e.g. base layers under uniform and a school jumper). Please note that all 
students will be expected to attend school in full uniform.  
 
I know that some families will feel anxious about the return to school. Please be reassured that the safety 
of our young people and staff is of paramount importance and our robust risk assessments are regularly 
updated and reviewed to reflect the latest guidance. Since the start of term, we have responded 
immediately to any identified positive cases or any children or staff with symptoms to reduce the risk of 
transmission. We continue to use a robust procedure to identify contacts and move quickly to ensure that 
close contacts are sent home to isolate.  
 
In order to facilitate the safe return to schools and, in keeping with the DfE’s suggestion that we can use 
discretion to support our wider reopening, we will be operating a staggered start from March 8th to 
ensure that all students receive the necessary test. Further information with the exact arrangements 
will be provided next week 
 
Please note that the 15th March was designated as a staff development day. To aid the return of pupils 
back into important routines and learning, school will now be open as normal on March 15th to all 
pupils.  
 
Your support and cooperation are highly valued and we are looking forward to welcoming students back 
to school – where they belong, 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr G Langston-Jones 
Headteacher 

 


